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Welcome baok to the world of large cent collecting after a long, hot, humid, and 
rainy summer ! We hope that your enthusiasm for the large coppers will start burning 
anew, with the advent of cooler weather. 

PENNY-WISE is necessarily small this issue, mainly because our members have 
been depending on others to supply the material. PENNY-WISE is your bulletin, and we 
depend upon your letters and articles to keep it going. How about getting back to work 

and dashing off a few lines to us send us an article which you think may be of 

interest to others tell us some new trick you've learned about attributing, storing 

your coins, grading, etc. 

Material in the large cent field is inexhaustible people have been writing 

about them for years yet there is always something new cropping up some- 
thing different something out of the ordinary surely you have some such 

item in mind let us hear about it. 

Maybe you have some suggestions to make things which will make the EAC 

a better club for all of us. Maybe you have something you'd like to ask about 

some proposal for an article which you would like to read about or know about. 

In the meantime, we have some important articles of our own in preparation 

you'll be seeing them in the forthcoming issues during the fall and winter like you, 

we've been on vacation too. 

Send all communications to our headquarters: Herbert A. Silberman, 

174 Maplewood Avenue, Maplewood, New Jersey, 07040 Herb will see that they 

are forwarded to the proper people. 

Who will be first? Make it YOU! 

Best regards. 

The Editors. 
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AN UP-TO-DATE COMPILATION AND SUMMARY OF THE NC's 
Warren A. Lapp and Capt. John D. Wright 

In 1958 Dr. William H. Sheldon, in PENNY WHIMSY, described 295 varieties and 
6 subvarieties of the Early Date large cents, listing them from 1 through 295. In 
addition, he recorded 36 varieties as NC's, listing each by year, starting with NCI for 
each particular year and numbering the additional varieties for that year consecutively. 

The term "NC was devised by Dr. Sheldon to designate a variety as being non- 
collectible, the rarity of the variety being so great that fewer than three specimens are 
known to be available for private collections. When other specimens turn up and as 
many as three examples of an NC variety are known to be in collectors' hands, the NC 
designation is then italicized, signifying that the variety is ‘ 'now collectible". At the 
time that PENNY WHIMSY was published there were a total of 27 noucollectible varieties, 
plus 9 NC's which had since become collectible. 

An up-to-date compilation and summary of the various NC's as of 1969, eleven 
years after PENNY WHIMSY, now seems to be in order. In this essay, an asterisk 
preceding the NC number will indicate that the variety is presently considered a now 
collectible variety. 

1793 

NCI Wide LIBERTY Obverse 2, Reverse C. 50-1. 

Only two examples are known. 

The discovery specimen, AU50, belongs to the American Numismatic Society. This 
coin was originally purchased in England by J. O. Stornay; was sold in the Chapman 
Bros, sale of June 17, 1889; again in 1892 by Steigerwalt; by W. F. Johnson to Dr. Hall 
in June, 1892; then to Carl Wurtzbach for the Virgil Brand hoard; finally to Clapp who 
gave it to A NS. 

The second specimen is only BS1. This coin first appeared in the Woodward sale 
of the Ferguson Haines collection in September, 1880. Later it appeared as Lot 359 in 
the Chapman Bros, sale of the W. B. Wetmore collection on June 27, 1960 where it was 
described as "Poor, with edge dents". This coin is apparently the same specimen as 
that recently examined and declared authentic by Dr. Sheldon and the staff of ANS. It 
is now owned by an East Coast collector. 

NC2 Strawberry Leaf variety - ONE CENT central. Obverse 5, Reverse D. 

This coin was the first of this type to be known and it is still unique (i.e. only 
one specimen known). It was owned by Richard B. Winsor in the 1860's, was pictured 
on the Crosby-Levick plate in 1869, and was sold for $21. by the Chapman Bros, in the 
Winsor sale of 1895. Crosby sold the specimen to Dr. Hall in April, 1896 for $42.50. 
Carl Wurtzbach acquired the piece about 1916 when he purchased the Hall collection out- 
right for the Virgil Brand hoard. In the middle 1940's the piece was purchased from the 
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Brand estate by Charles Williams, a Cincinnati insurance executive. This coin was 
sold in 1950 reportedly for $2,750. and is now owned by a prominent Philadelphia 
collector. Both the obverse and reverse of the coin are pictured in the plates of the 
Winsor catalogue (1895), while only its reverse is pictured in the Crosby book (1897), 
EARLY AMERICAN CENTS (1949), and PENNY WHIMSY (1958). An electrotype 
copy is in the ANS collection. 

NC3 : Strawberry Leaf variety - ONE CENT high. Obv. 5, Rev. E. 7-3-3. 

Three specimens have been traced. 

The Parmelee specimen, which may reach VG7, is the only Strawberry Leaf variety 
to have all four numerals legible in the date. In the Parmelee sale, this coin, Lot 671, 
was sold to Steigerwalt; then was owned by Dr. Hall; later by Wurtzbach for the Virgil 
Brand hoard; and subsequently was sold by James F. Kelly (Paramount International) 
to a Mrs. Staples, a New England collector. Later, her estate was impounded by the 
courts, and the coin has continued to remain elusive. The obverse of this coin is 
plated in the Parmelee catalogue and in the GUIDE BOOK. To Breen's knowledge, no 
photograph of the reverse has ever appeared. 

The second known is the Crosby-Hall specimen, about condition 3. It is con- 
siderably better than it appears in the photographs. This specimen first appeared in the 
Merritt sale, Lot 90, by Frossard in 1879. Ferguson Haines of Biddeford, Maine, 
next owned the coin. He repeatedly put it up for auction in the 1890's but invariably 
"bought in" the coin when it failed to attract a bid high enough to warrant letting it go. 
Finally it was sold at $120. as Lot 700 in Frossard's 130th sale of December 30, 1894. 
Incidentally, it was this cent which caused the historic fight between Frossard and 
another dealer, both veterans, who rolled around the auction floor trying to kick each 
other, and the late H. P. Smith lost a diamond stickpin in the confusion of separating 
them. (See THE NUMISMATIST, May, 1911, p. 184, quoted from Steigerwalt' s 
MESSENGER. ) Later in the decade Crosby owned the piece, and he pictured it, both 
obverse and reverse, in his book. The coin later was plated in the STANDARD 
CATALOGUE, EARLY AMERICAN CENTS, and PENNY WHIMSY. J. Sanford Saltus 
bought the coin in 1914 and presented it to the ANS where it is now housed. 

The third example known is the Rabin coin, which was found in Philadelphia by 
William Rabin and offered for sale in 1941 at $2,500. (see plate in THE NUMISMATIST 
for September, 1941, p. 736). The obverse of this specimen has been graded about 
condition 3, reverse 5. The planchet is very rough and blackened, LIBERTY is all 
but obliterated, and the coin weighs 206. 1 grains. This coin is now owned by the same 
Philadelphia collector who owns the NC2 . It has been reported that he acquired the 
piece directly from Rabin. 

An alleged fourth specimen is rumored to be extant. It appeared in the Scott & 

Co. sale of October 23, 24, 1877 at Clinton Hall (Leavitt & Co. , auctioneers) as Lot 
201. It was described as "Fair, date and legend perfectly distinct". Despite absence 
of any plates, the coin is thought to be an NC3 because it was there said to be from an 
entirely different reverse die to that shown by Crosby i. e. different from the unique 
Winsor NC2 pictured on the Crosby- Levick plate of 1869. The coin was purchased for 
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$77.50 by H. G. Sampson. Levick, who was acting as the agent for Crosby, was the 
underbidder at $75. It is said that George Clapp saw the coin and felt that it was a fake. 

Other examples of the Strawberry Leaf variety NC3 have been reported, but on 
examination have proved to be false leads or electrotype copies. Perhaps this may be 
the case of the putative fourth specimen. 

Breen's article on the Strawberry Leaf cents was reprinted in P-W 9, pp. 210-212 
(q. v. ). 

*NC4 : Horizontal Stem - Period after legend. Obv. 9, Rev. I. 

12-8-3-3. Rarity 8. 

Three specimens of this variety are known to be in collectors' hands. An F12 
was found by Charles L. Ruby, a West Coast collector, about 1950. A VG8 was offered 
in the 1955 ANA Convention sale. An AG3 specimen is in the ANS collection. Another 
3-coin was sold with the Williams collection in 1950. 

More recently Herb Silberman in his EAC Census of the Early Dates reported a 
possible fifth specimen, G6. So far as is known, the attribution and grade of the speci- 
men has not been confirmed by any numismatic authority. (Silberman 's Census was 

prepared from reports made by the collector owners. ) If this coin is actually a new 
find rather than a copy, mis-attribution, or a re-appearance of the extant 3-coin, the 
Rarity rating for the NC4 would be lowered automatically to extreme upper R7. 

NC5: Injured Rim - Small heavy bow. Obv. 10, Rev. F. 

The only known specimen, AU50, is in the ANS collection. Like the NC4, the 
NC5 is perhaps a "freak mule", possibly struck during an idle hour at the Mint as the 
result of a coiner's whim. That the only example is in such a choice state of preserva- 
tion might imply deliberate intent by the coiner to produce a rarity. 

A second specimen was advertised recently by a New York dealer, but since the 
dealer declined to answer our inquiry regarding it, the safest assumption is that the 
piece was mis -attributed. 

1794 

NCI: Low Head - Single berry left of bow. Obv. 15, Rev. L. 3-3-3. 

Three specimens of this variety are known, all about condition 3. Clapp owned 
two of the specimens and gave one to the ANS collection, the other to the Carnegie 
Institute collection. The third is owned by an East Coast collector. 

A fourth was supposedly owned by Charles Williams, a Cincinnati insurance 
executive, but on examination it was found to be an 3-36 (Hays 31 ) rather than the NCI 
(Hays 30). A fourth specimen is still rumored to exist. 


- 146 - 


NC2: Marred Field - Fatal break variety. Obv. 17, Rev. O. 60-10. 

The Phelps -Sargent-Newcomb specimen in the ANS collection, MS60, is the better 
of the two known examples. A second specimen, VG10, is known. 

Breen suggests that other examples may exist, being mis -attributed as the S-39 
inasmuch as the reverses of the S-39 and NC2 are very similar. 

The best way to tell the two reverses apart is by the location of the berry under the 
R in AMERICA: the Rev. P of the NC2 has the berry under the center of the R, while 

the Rev. M of the S-39 has the berry under the right side of the upright of the R. 

NC3: Head of 1795, 1 almost touches under the lower lock. Obv. 38, Rev. KK. 12-8 


Two specimens of this variety are now known. The first, VG8, was acquired from 
the estate of Dr. French by Dr. Sheldon in a three way trade with James Clark and Max 
Me hi. Clapp acquired the coin from Dr. Sheldon, and, in turn, presented it to the ANS 
in 1945. 

An alleged second specimen, F12, turned up in the Mayflower sale of the Stearns 
collection on December 2, 1966. 

Both specimens are struck on a "too thick" planchet. 

NC4 : Head of '93, Wide Straight Date. Obv. 1, Rev. A. 

This subvariety is unique, being from the same dies as the S-17a but with the edge 
device of 1794 as on all subsequent varieties of the year. (The stem and leaf after 
DOLLAR point upwards. ) This coin was discovered in the Borcky-Garrabrant collection, 
was purchased in 1950 by C. Douglas Smith as an ordinary Hays 4 and was shortly there- 
after identified by him as being a new subvariety. The coin grades about G4. 

NC5 : Short Bust - "Berry" in left loop of bow. Obv. 19, Rev. T. 

The only specimen of this variety to be seen, a condition 2, was discovered by 
John Pawling in 1951. The obverse is cracked as on S-44, and the reverse is injured 
as on S-45. On the NC5 specimen almost all of the obverse can be made out, although 
the beginning of LIBERTY and the 4 in the date are weak. The reverse is well worn, 
with only half of the inscription legible. The coin brought $75. in NN 39th, November, 
1952 and is now owned by an East Coast collector. 

The discovery of this piece strikingly confirmed Sheldon's order of issue for the 
1794's. No previous cataloguer had juxtaposed S-44 and S-45. 

NC6: Shielded Hair - Five berries left, seven right. Obv. 19, Rev. T. 15-12. 

The first specimen was discovered in August, 1957 by Breen amongst a consign- 
ment of cents from England. Although the coin has the sharpness of F15, it has been 
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graded F12. It sold in NN 50th, December, 1957 for $950. Its reverse is plated in 
PENNY WHIMSY. 

A second specimen, F15, has since been discovered and is known to Dr. Sheldon. 
NC7 : Head of '93, Close Straight Date. Obv. 3, Rev. B. 4-0 (?) 

This new subvariety was discovered in 1961 and was authenticated by Breen. It is 
an S-20 impressed with both the edge device of 1793 and the edge device of 1794, one 
imprinted over the other. (The edge device of 1793 consists of ONE HUNDRED FOR A 
DOLLAR in small letters with a downward-pointing leaf after DOLLAR. The edge device 
of 1794 uses larger letters with an upward -pointing leaf after DOLLAR. ) On the only 
specimen seen the two leaves partly overlap, but enough is visible to make entirely certain 
the identification of both edge devices. 

This discovery was announced by Breen in THE METROPOLITAN NUMISMATIC 
JOURNAL, Issue No. 1, May- June, 1961. Plates of the obverse, reverse, and coin 
edges appear in the article. Grade of the specimen was not stated, but it appears to be 
around G4. This is the only cent yet seen bearing two different edge devices. 

See P-W 7, p. 149 for more details* 

NC8: The Wide 7-9; Severed Hair Strands. Obv. 8, Rev. MM. 15-0. 


This coin, which is unique, was plated in P-W 8, p. 163. It was discovered in 
December, 1965 by W. C. Blaisdell and was subsequently authenticated by Breen. The 
planchet is "too thick", as are both specimens of the 1794 NC3, but the coin was declared 
authentic by Breen after detailed visual examination under high magnification as well as 
weight and dimension checks. The specimen is F15 and weighs 202.6 grains. 


************* 


This is the first of a series of articles devoted to updating the data and information 
now known on all the NC varieties. The above article has been seen and approved by 
Dr. William H. Sheldon and Mrs . Dorothy Paschal; and their helpful advice, suggestions, 
and addition of information and material are herewith acknowledged with thanks. 

The NC's of 1795-1799 will be discussed in the next article, which will appear in 
the November 15 issue of PENNY-WISE. 
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EAC HAPPENING AT ANA MEETING 


Herb Silberman 

What started as a simple "please drop in at 8 P. M. " at my hotel room in Phila- 
delphia on Friday evening, August 15, turned out to be the most exciting, mind-blowing 
happening that the large cent world has ever seen. At least twenty-six EAC members, 
some with their wives, plus visitors, including a charming lad of 12, talked, traded, 
bought, sold, took notes, recorded, corrected attributions and grading, showed, ad- 
mired, gasped, envied, and gloated until 5 A.M. Saturday when the last three drifted off 
to doze, only to be awakened at 6:30 A.M. by one of the concerned wives. 

California, Connecticut, Delaware, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, New Jersey, New 
Hampshire, New York, Massachusetts, Michigan, Pennsylvania, and Texas were repre- 
sented by the most brilliant collection of fantastic and knowledgable large cent buffs ever 
jammed together. NC's and Proofs were passed around like coat buttons. An amateur 

showed up with a variety even a dealer was unable to identify it turned out to be a 

collectible NC. 

The spirited emotions and a flavor of compatible love raised a halo over the City 
of Brotherly Love which will endure in my mind forever. I extend my hand in heartfelt 
thanks to all the drop-ins for creating such a memorable evening. To those of you who 
didn't, I'm sorry you missed it. Just talk to any of those who did, and get your kicks 
remotely. 

By the way, with that many super-eyes on the ANA bourse, the cherry picking was 
as sparse as my hair, but a Late Date Proof at less than half the normal going rate, a 
beautiful '99, and a couple of heads of '93, and many others, sent a lot of the EAC mem- 
bers home with a healthy glow of owning. 

I've told some members, so I must tell all of a little hint for a quick guide to finding 
a cherry. The single berry to the left of the bow on the '94's is well known. Try the 
third outside leaf at the I for the '96. Both are instant guides to the better dies for those 
years. Good hunting! 

Unless you witnessed the combined memories, knowledge, and instant understanding 
of the combination of Bland, Breen, Loring, Ramont, Reiver, Doug Smith, and Wright, 
or just heard about or saw the goodies belonging to Bland, Nielsen, Ruby, and Ward -- 
what's the use — you missed it — but I'm glad that I was there ! 

Those in attendance at Herb's happening, to the best of everybody's knowledge, 
were as follows: 

California: Dane Nielsen, N. Hollywood 

Del Bland, San Jose 
Dr. Charles L. Ruby, Fullerton 
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Connecticut: 

John F. Brady, Hartford 

Delaware: 

Jules Reiver, Wilmington 

Illinois: 

Jean and Tom Bullen, Loves Park 

Indiana: 

Edward Bush, Anderson 

Iowa: 

A. M. Kagin. Des Moines 

New Jersey: 

Craig DeMott, Pennsauken 
Richard Mario r, Pensauken 
Herbert Silberman, Maplewood 

New Hampshire: 

Paul Munson, Claremont 

New York: 

Larry Nilson, Yorktown Heights 
Walter Breen, New York City 
C. Douglas Smith, Brooklyn 
Capt. and Mrs. John Wright, Plattsburg 

Massachusetts: 

Denis Loring, Somerville 

Michigan: 

Gordon Wrubel, Center Line 

Pennsylvania: 

Charles Skiendzielewski, Philadelphia 
William C. Peddie, Newportville 
George Ramont, Woodlyn 
Connell McCrea, Philadelphia 

Texas: 

John Ward, Houston 

Also: 

James Mace and Frank Obermeyer. 
************* 


THE ROVING REPORTER GOES TO PHILADELPHIA 
John D. Wright 

Occasionally Uncle Sam can be a good man to work for. The Ides of August was 
just such a time. I came off Alert at 8 Thursday morning and picked up a 4 -day pass — 
hit the road at 11 and was in Aberdeen, Maryland, by 7 that night. Mom was up from 
south Florida with Mollie (my sister) to visit Mollie's fiance at Aberdeen Proving 
Grounds, so we spent that evening with the family. 

The next morning we left the Indians with Grandma, and Mabel Ann and I made tracks 
for Philadelphia and ANA. By Friday (our arrival date ) the penny-hunters had pretty 
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well picked the bourse floor clean, which is no mean feat with over 120 of the nation's 
largest dealers peddling their wares. 

For a professional wanderer like me, ANA was "old home week". I met people I 
hadn’t seen in over six years, hailing from one end of the country to the other. My first 
whirlwind tour of the floor produced nearly half -a -hundred old friends but no cents. 

This doesn't imply that the cents weren't there — just none with my name on them 
(except the one in my pocket — thanks to Paul Carter for that). The Beckwith Proof 
1823/2 cent was available for $3500; there must have been over a dozen near-MS 1793's 
and as many 1804's; 1799's popped up everywhere, with well over half of them being 
legitimate (surprising! ); but common-looking R6's and R7's just weren't to be had. 

Mabel Ann toured the exhibits, which were incomparable, until hunger forced her to 
chase me down for a lunch break. Denis Loring appeared about then, taking in his last 
fling as a bachelor. Denis ate a hamburger with us at a cafe around the corner, the table 
doing multiple -duty as an eating table, a cent showcase, a library, and a podium for the 
dispersal of "most profound wisdom". 

Denis gave MA a key to the EACC meeting-room (courtesy of Herb Silberman) and 
she caught a few mid-afternoon Z's while I returned to the bourse for the "fine tuning" sweep. 
I bought a fairly nice S-108 from Foxy Steinberg only to learn later that at least three other 
EACC members had been eyeing the same coin. All the other cents I saw were either "too 
sorry" or "too 'spensive". 

Herb Silberman arrived about noon and made a round of the bourse and picked up an 
unattributed 1794 Head of 93. Then, to show that it was no accident, he found another one 
the next day — along with a low-grade S-94 which he passed along to me ( for which many 
thanks ). 

At six Breen came in and Herb, Walter, Mabel Ann, and I caught a taxi to 
Bookbinders for the most delicious lobster I've ever eaten. Our lively discussion, touch- 
ing only occasionally on coins, engrossed us all so much that we were lucky to get back 
to the EACC meeting a mere half-hour late. 

Everybody was there ! The room could be likened to the "D" train at 5 P. M. ( For 
you non-NYC fans, that's the subway to Brooklyn) Two or three members brought along 
their NC's to be verified; others had "rare varieties" to be checked. Some of these coins 
were correctly attributed; some weren't. Two NCI's of 1801 bit the dust, another was 
"as advertised". An NC3 of 1800 passed the check but an "NC4" of the same year failed. 

An S-124 passed, but another didn't, overall, I saw seven legitimate NC's at the meeting, 
plus about as many more that turned out to be "not so". Everyone there oh'ed and ah'ed 
over the few choice coins that Doug Smith and Charles Ruby brought to show (not for sale). 
Del Bland had found a Proof 1854 cent on the bourse floor and was displaying his prize to 
all comers — not for sale. 

Several members had nice duplicates or consignments with them and there was much 
exchanging of paper for copper (and vice versa). I bought a couple of rare Tammany 
Heads (1816-35) and wished that I only had the money to buy the S-180 that was offered. 
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In spite of my effort to see everything and meet everybody there was just too much 
going on to keep track of it all. I met people by the dozens who had been just names to 
me before. Nobody thought of making any kind of attendance roster, although a few mem- 
bers were passing around their PENNY WHIMSY'S to be autographed by everybody in sight. 

Dr. Sheldon and Mrs. Paschal were unable to shorten their business on the west 
coast and we all missed them. Willard Blaisdell met road problems and arrived in 
Philadelphia late -- skipped the meeting as he thought it would be over by then. Doc Lapp 
couldn't get his patients to "turn it off" for the weekend — had to stay in Brooklyn and 
deliver babies. 

The meeting started to fall apart at the seams about midnight. By 2 A. M. it was 
down to Herb, Gordon Wrubel, and me. Mabel Ann left for Aberdeen at 1 A.M. Herb 
offered me his couch, so I stayed. Herb gave up the cause at 4:30 A.M. , and Gordon and 
I finally flaked out two hours later, well after dawn. 

With two hours sleep behind us (Herb got four) we arose and headed for a coffee shop. 
We all needed a cup of something black to get our hearts started again. Betty Wrubel met 
us at breakfast and gave Gordon a look which dripped icicles for staying out all night. 
Breakfast was delicious. 

Back at the show, I checked the purported "NCI of 1799" in the auction. Denis had 
said it was nothing of the sort — sure enough, it was an 3-T74 in BS1 and was withdrawn 
from the sale. I haven't yet heard anything of the purported "NC3 of 1800" in the second 
session (Wednesday). Neither Denis nor I were in town then. 

Charles Ruby introduced me to Willard Blaisdell about the same time that Herb took 
leave of us all. Willard is the friendliest guy I'd ever want to meet. We were still talking 
an hour later when Mabel Ann came in (back from Aberdeen). Willard took leave for a 
whirlwind trip around the bourse room before it closed. I doubt if he made it all the 
way around in time, thanks to our gabfest — my apologies. 

We spent the next hour visiting with Gordon and Betty Wrubel and Julius Reiver at 
Jules' coin-photography booth. I tried to pry out some particulars on Jules' and George 
Ramont's "system" for attributing the 1844-57 cents, but guess I'll have to wait for their 
book, publication date uncertain. 

By 3:30 the ANA officials were chasing all non-dealers out of the convention room, 
so we parted with the remnants of "our crown" and left Philadelphia behind us. 

This convention only netted me four new cents, but I would count any get-together like 
this a success even if I had bought nothing. I haven't enjoyed myself so much or met so 
many friends in many a moon — and this, not the coins themselves, is supposed to be the 
name of the game. 
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ANSWERS TO THE PREVIOUS QUIZ 


John D. Wright 

The Summer doldrums are upon us ! Five readers responded to our teaser this time, 
all but one of them crowding the deadline by three days or less. Appropriate prizes will 
be mailed to the men who expressed enough interest to give it a "bloody go". Rod Burress 
and Bill Peddie ran a dead heat for "best answers", but nobody sent in a perfect paper. 

Rod Burress (Ohio) Jeff Oliphant (California) 

Julius Feldman (Arizona) Bill Peddie (Pennsylvania) 

Jack Reifinger (Missouri) 

I. The key to the unscrambling was the phrase "only (or most common )". Using this 
criterion, the scramble falls apart easily. Possible multiple answers are (10) Hoard 
Variety — 1816 N-12, 1817 N-14, 1820 N~13, 1853 N-10, and (13) Proofs Only — 

1834 N-7, 1857 N-3, 1857 N-5. However, elimination gives the expected array. Nobody 
got all of this properly unscrambled. The average was 13 correct listings. 


(1) 

Re strike 

1823 

RS 

(10) 

Hoard Variety 

1820 

13 

(2) 

Large Date 

1857 

1 

(11) 

E in Leaves 

1837 

12 

(3) 

Medium Date 

1846 

11 

(12) 

Open Mouth 

1816 

4 

(4) 

Small Date 

1828 

10 

(13) 

Proofs Only 

1834 

7 

(5) 

Wide Date 

1826 

9 

(14) 

Horned 8 

1833 

5 

(6) 

Close Date 

1824 

2 

(15) 

Curve Left of 5 

1853 

15 

(?) 

Large Letters 

1832 

3 

(16) 

Same as Newcomb 7 

1835 

17 

(8) 

Small Letters 

1830 

6 

(17) 

Type of Next Year 

1839 

8 

(9) 

Fifteen Stars 

1817 

16 

(18) 

Mystery Variety 

1831 

14 


II. Twenty-nine dies of 1793-1835 saw duty with obverses of two or more different dates. 
Nobody got the right number, the most common error being the omission of 1801 K = 
1803 G (probably because Sheldon omitted this note on his plates ). Three readers con- 
fused "hub" with "die" and listed 1799 C = 1798 O, which is easy to disprove. 1798 O 
develops a crack along the top of "OF" but no rim crumbling; 1799 C develops a rim 
crumbling fusing the denticles above each side of the first A in AMERICA, but no crack. 
These are two different dies. 

A die is intaglio, going in where the coin sticks out, and is used to impress metal blanks 
that become coins. A hub is in relief, the same as a coin, and is used to impress the 
ends of metal cylinders that become dies. These separate dies, identical at first, may 
be "touched up" by hand to produce minor differences. Whether "touched up" or not, 
each die is a separate entity and suffers its own unique deterioration pattern. The so- 
called "O" hub produced forty-two different dies used on cents of 1798-1801. These are 
all extremely similar but are not the "same die". 
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The twenty-nine multiple-year reverses of this period are listed below. Tne 1801 K die 
was altered before its reappearance in 1803. Tne otners were reused unaltered. 


1827 G = 1828 A 


1795 F - 

1796 U 

1798 W = 

1799 A 

1805 B - 

1806 A 

1828 I = 

1829 F 

1796 F = 

1797 A 

1798 GG= 

1799 B 

1811 A = 

1812 D 

1830 E = 

1831 I 

1796 W = 

1797 R 

1800 O = 

1801 B 

1816 B = 

1817 B 

1831 B = 

1835 J 

1796 AA = 

1797 E 

1801 I - 

1802 C 

1820 D = 

1822 G 

1831 C = 

1834 E 

1796 A = 

1798 AA 

1801 K - 

1803 G 

1821 B = 

1822 K 

1831 D = 

1833 A 

1796 B = 

1798 K 

1802 L = 

1803 A 

1823 B = 

1824 E 

1831 E - 

1832 A 

1796 E - 

1798 J 

1802 M - 

1803 C 

1827 D - 

1828 D 

1834 A = 

1835 C 


B. The following seven pairs of years are die-linked by two or more dies, ine dies involved 

each of these linkages can be found in the complete list above. Only two men listed all 
seven of these year-pairs. 

1796-7. 1796-8. 1798-9. 1802-3. 1827-8, 1831-5, 1834-5 . 

C. 1831 is die-linked to every other year from 1830 tarough 1835. The dies involved can be 

found in the list above. Two men got this one. 

D. 1796 is die-linked with 1795, 1797, and 1798. See tne list above for tne dies involved. 

Everybody got this one. 

E. 1801 is die-linked with 1800, 1802, and 1803. See the list above. Two men got this 

answer. Answers to D and E are interchangable. 

F. 1796 has seven reverse dies linked to other years. A possible eighth, "1796 BB" = 1797 3 

is generally conceded to be a fabrication. This was listed in EAC (1949) but was 
dropped for PW (1958) . See the list above. Everybody has the right year for this one 
but only one man said "seven dies"; two said "eight dies". 

************* 


New members since Penny-Wise No. 13, July 15tn, 1969: 


Ray D. Munde 
James Mace, Jr. 
Richard C. Marlor 
F. Martin Post 
C. Thomas Morley 
George A. Klongland 
Cnarles M. Shure 


3605 W. Maple Road, Birmingham, Michigan 
P. O. Box 16831, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
1411 Hollinshed Ave. , Pennsauken, New Jersey 
2145 E. Ocean Blvd. , Balboa, California 
P. O. Box 3182, Cocoa, Florida 
1915 Winnebago Street, Madison, Wisconsin 
P. O. Box 54, Newton Center, Massachusetts 


Welcome aboard! 


48010 

19142 

08110 

92661 

32922 

53704 

02159 


1835 A 


in 
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WALTER BREEN COMMENTS 


On P-W No. 12: 

"Capt. Wright has pointed out to me that I've omitted comment on certain alleged 
proof cents: 

1817 A-7 1/2 . French 390. Out of the question because of the late die state, made 
after business strikes. 

1819 A -2. French 410. Unverified, as I said. 

1822 A -3. French 433. Extremely improbable, unverified. 

1834 A-6. French 540. Unlikely, unless it is a perfect die coin. I have seen one 
which l tnink was the French piece, but it was only a nice early strike, with tne broken 
die. I graded it 60. iowever, it is not impossible that a proof might exist. 

1837 A-9. French 571. Very unlikely. 

1844 N-4. Pearl 378. Probably was a B-8 proof. 

1845 N-8. Proof supposed to be in ANS. I left this out inadvertently. 

1845 N-14. Ditto. Also Pearl 398. Tnere are still others. 

1847 A-6. In a Bolender sale about 1933. Don't know; probably one of the uni isteds. 

1848 A-8. French 676. Same comment. 

1850 A-10. In a Bolender sale around 1933/4. Probably one of the N-ll’s. The 
Andrews description wasn’t enough to make distinction easy between his 10 and his 11. 

1853 N-6. Said to be in ANS. I didn't believe it when I looked at it, and I don’t 
believe it now. 

1857 A-2. Frencn 816. Morgentnau about 1933/4. Probably N-3 as usual. 
Remember that Andrews did not distinguish more than one Small Date die. 


On P-W No. 13: 

"I suppose it's only nitpicking to mention that Sheldon quotes A. T. Gilbert's refer- 
ence to the Starred Reverse, made prior to 1850. There have teen iR least t« otter 
specimens, previously unrecorded, showing up in recent months. There are 94 
the cent and only 87 on the pattern Quarter of 1792 both £ ‘"e on 

Smithsonian piece, cleaned, and tne former Dr. Judd com with the die break) agree 

this, and the stars were definitely in the die. 


- 155 - 


Evidently history repeats itself. The floor on a coin shop on West 46th Street in 
NYC collapsed during World War II {if reports are accurate as to the alleged year), 
from the sheer weight of a safe crammed full of modern rolls. 

Thanks to Jules Reiver for his chart on attributing the 1843's. This helps for all 
the easy ones, but unfortunately it is less useful for the hard ones (viz. N-2 vs N-7, 

N-10 vs N-3 ). There are only two with plainly recut dates: N-8 and N-9; N-ll is less 

plainly visible, but the recutting is always visible when the coin is clear enough. N-14 
so far has been seen only in proof state. The difference in weight of impression can make 
for apparently intermediate varieties sharing peculiarities of N-2 and N-7, or N-3 and 
N-10, although they represent undecidables rather than intermediate stages or new dies. 

It is sometimes very hard to tell where the left edge of the 8 comes in respect to the bust 
'point', or whether the curl point should be called sharp or dull. I'll get to this problem 
in a later issue. 

Whoever attributed the "First Steam Coinage" medalet to Paquet must have been 
thinking of the inferior copy dies made in the 1860's. Tne originals are by Gobrecht, and 
may be called, in teenage language, "something else" ! There are two varieties: 
February 22, 1836 and March 23 (MAR. 23 over FEB. 22), 1836; on the latter, the die 
alteration is visible with a strong glass, the 3 over 2 plainest. I discovered tnis con- 
dition earlier tnis year (but am prepared for someone to tell me that Clapp nad seen it 
thirty years earlier ), on a copper example and on a bronzed copper specimen; the 
yellowish pieces are from the copy dies, showing no 2 beneath 3. 

There is nothing new yet on the publication dates for my books. " 

************* 


AUTHOR'S QUERY 

Paul M. and Bob Carter, father and son, both of whom are EAC members, presently 
are compiling a book on Love Tokens which they hope to have published soon. The book is 
an out-growth of the article on love tokens which appeared previously in PENNY-WISE. 

It is of interest to note that several other numismatists have indicated that they, too , are 
preparing books on love tokens at the present time. 

If you have a sizeable collection of love tokens, have any unusual or interesting 
stories about them, are knowledgable on the subject, or have any special or out-of-the- 
ordinary specimens, they would be glad to hear from you. 

They can be reached at Half Cent Shop, 10 Star Avenue, Middleboro, Massachusetts, 
02154, which is in the center of love token country. 
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1833 LARGE CENT FOUND IN FLOWER GARDEN 

The following articles appeared recently in The New Jersey HERALD, a newspaper 
published twice weekly in Newton, New Jersey. The incident seemed of sufficient interest 
to be reported to you. 

GARDEN YIELDS $7,000. PENNY 

It could have been near the outhouse 100 years until a woman who believes God is 
good to me" decided to plant a flower garden and noticed it lying in the dirt. How much 
is an 1833 Liberty head penny worth? One collector told her only 10 were minted and 
valued it at $7,000. 

Mrs. Charlotte Miskovic found the rare coin about two months ago. The outhouse, 
located only a few feet from the brick farmhouse, is said to be as old as the house itself, 
built around 1876. No longer in use, she thought she would beautify the privy with red 
flowers. 

As she dug, she noticed the odd sized object with the "One Cent" surrounded by a 
wreath. On the front is the Liberty head surrounded by thirteen stars and 1833 clearly 
imprinted below it. There are no mint marks on the coin. 

Not long after finding the "antique", Mrs. Miskovic and a friend went to Fort 
Jervis, N. Y. The subject of the coin arose, and an overhearing collector produced a 
book and looked it up. The coin is said to be so rare it is not even listed in the newer books. 

Later she took it to the Sussex and Merchants National Bank in Newton where Ralph 
Slatter looked at it and said he never saw one like it and could not put a price on it. Now 
she wonders if it's worth $7,000. or more, or less. (July 17, 1969) 

PENNY PESSIMISM, YES, BUT OPTIMISM REMAINS 

"I know the penny is a lucky one, " Mrs. Charlotte Miskovic said yesterday when 
she was told the 1833 Liberty penny she found may be worth, at most, $10. rather than 
$7,000. But she claims to have had an offer for $1,000. already and thinks there is a 
good chance the penny may be worth a considerable sum . 

Most local coin collectors say "hogwash" and value the old penny at as little as 
10 cents. But another authority told Mrs. M iskovic that in 1833 the government minted 
a few coins, then called them back because they did not have mint marks. These coins 
are said to be so rare, they are not listed in most coin books. 

Mrs. Miskovic’s penny does not have a mint mark and the chances of it having been 
removed before she found it are slim because the penny may have been lying underground 
from 50 to 100 years. Her husband had plowed the little garden with a tractor and she, 
while digging in the sod to plant bulbs, discovered the penny. 

Meanwhile, coin hounds are looking in their books and consulting experts to see if 
the penny is worth anything out of the ordinary for a coin that year, and if so, how muc . 
(July 20, 1969) 
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PENNY QUIZ 


Warren A. Lapp and John D. Wright 

This month's quiz is more of a "puzzler" than a straight test of knowledge. Play around 
with it a bit and let us hear from you. The idea and much of the material for question I I 
is courtesy of Rod Burress. Our thanks to you, Rod. Can we have some more suggestions 
from the rest of you? Answer sheets for this quiz and any suggestions for future quizzes 
should be mailed to Doc Lapp this month. As of publication date Captain, Wright just be- 
came Mister Wright, still in search of an address. Papers should be mailed to: 

Dr. Warren A. Lapp 

731 East 22nd Street Deadline for this quiz is 20 October , 1969. 

Brooklyn, New York 11210 

I, Double Chop Suey: Match up year and legend on left with Newcomb number in the middle. 

Do the same on the right. After completing the two sets of matches, answer the two 
questions below. All answers are readily available in Newcomb or PENNY-WISE. 


1817 

Sixth star occasionally 
weak or absent 

1 

Silly Head without hole 
in ear 

1817 

1823 

Point of curl midway 
between 8 and 4 

2 

Probably the used die which 
was sent to the New 
Orleans Mint 

1819 

1829 

Year of most varieties 

3 

Last of L/C overdates 

1820 

1830 

Comes in 5 different subconditions 

4 

Large Date 

1823 

1833 

Only SL rev. of year 

5 

Large figures , curled 2 

1828 

1835 

Large Date 

6 

Overdate 

1836 

1838 

Perfect Date 

7 

Pincer 8 

1837 

1839 

Medium Date 

8 

Dashed Date variety 

1838 

1843 

Horned 8 

9 

Upright 5 

1839 

1845 

Always has at least one A 
in legend blocked in 

10 

Closed 5 

1843 

1846 

Curved line joins 5 to curl 

11 

Accessory E 

1.846 

1847 

Obv. of preceding year, 
rev. of succeeding year. 

12 

Listed by Andrews, unknown 
to Newcomb 

1849 

1853 

LIC SPC NC C 

13 

Only other variety equiva- 
lent to N-4 of opposite 
side 

1850 

1855 

Rim break obliterates 
first star 

14 

Only variety of year with 
new style 8 

1854 

1857 

Same type of head used in 
succeeding 4 years 

15 

Rim break obliterates 2/3 
of 6th star 

1856 
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QUESTION 1. There are two errors in the listing above. Locate them by 

elimination and list them. 

QUESTION 2. What is the variety number of the 1847? (Clue: Add 3 to your 

answer, double the result, add 4, multiply by 5, subtract 42, 
add a zero to the end of the result, add 45. Throw away 
everything but the last two digits. Take the square root of 
the remainder. If your answer to Question 2 is correct, 
the result will be 5. ) 

XI. Cryptic Identifications : Name the large cent varieties that are brought to mind by the 

following listings. The first one is already worked for you. 


1. 

A fruit (S-24, Apple Cheek variety) 

10. 

Dollar sign 

2. 

Another fruit 

11. 

Senior prom (any one answer) 

3. 

Compact American automobile 

12. 

Punctuation marks (three answers ) 

4. 

Legendary animal 

13. 

Childhood disease 

5. 

A hearing aid 

14. 

Small rodent 

6. 

Ice tongs 

15. 

Indian squaw with heebie jeebies 

7. 

Tough old lady 

16. 

Flag-type stars 

8. 

Devilish number (2 answers ) 

17. 

Deceased number 

9. 

Love notes (anyone answer) 

18. 

Seafood 


Join the competition and maybe win a prize ! 

The correct solution and the winners will be announced in the next issue of 
PENNY-WISE, due to be released on November 15. 
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PENNY POTPOURRI 


CAPT. JOHN WRIGHT spent the month of July in Spain while on a tour -of duty with 

the U.S. Air Force JACK COLLINS advises that his zip code as given in the 

EAC Address List is wrong: he lives at 2840 Indiana Avenue, South Gate, California, 

90280 CHARLES J. SKIENDZIEWLEWSKI has recently moved to 11621 Stevens 

Road, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 19116 CAPT. JOHN WRIGHT's article "A 

Study on Overdated U.S. Large Cents" which first appeared in an extended series in 
P-W last year, is now being reprinted in full as a series in THE NUMISMATIST, starting 
with the June, 1969 issue. John has revised his article slightly and has substituted 
excellent close-up photographs of the various overdated varieties for the free-hand 
drawings used in P-W. It's well worth your while to seek out copies of THE NUMISMATIST 

and re-read the article The August 6, 1969 COIN WORLD was a special issue 

devoted to many articles about the historic U.S. Mints of Philadelphia and contained many 

historical references to the first U.S. Mint JULES REIVER of Wilmington, 

Delaware provided special facilities for on-the-spot photography of coins at reasonable 

rates during the ANA Convention in Philadelphia from August 9 to 15 Russell 

Rulau, Editor of NUMISMATIC SCRAPBOOK Magazine has requested permission from 
CAPT. JOHN WRIGHT and P-W to reprint the article "Types of 1839 Cents", which 

will soon be appearing in a forthcoming issue of the Scrapbook. Watch for it ! 

GORDON HARNACK, with the help of CHARLES LATHAM and RALPH A. BROWN, are 
in the process of arranging a regional meeting of the EAC, to be held in Indianapolis some 
time in late October or early November. A complete program for a weekend meeting is 
in the final planning stage, and full details will be sent out to the 36 past and present 
EAC members living in Indiana, Illinois, Kentucky, Ohio, and Michigan. Any other 
members who would be interested in attending are urged to contact GORDON HARNACK 
at once, at P. O. Box 99, Carmel, Indiana 46032, for details and date. The proposed 
program appears to be an excellent one and would be well worthwhile for each member to 

devote a fall weekend in attending the meeting Inflation Note: Issues 1 through 

7 of PENNY-WISE recently sold for $36. on mail auction bid. Seller pegged basic value 

at $25, sold to highest bidder of the several submitted recent letter from 

DANIEL J. BORDA was mailed from Finland. Dan is on active military duty overseas 
and wanted to be sure that his issues of P-W kept coming. 

************* 


EAC GET-TOGETHER IN CALIFORNIA ON OCTOBER 4 

Dane B. Nielsen invites all EAC members to attend a get-together at his home on 
Saturday evening, October 4, at 7 P.M. Large cent buffs who are not members of EAC 
may be brought along as guests. The meeting is being arranged by Nielsen, Del Bland, 
and the Oliphants. 

Postal card announcements have been mailed to all local members, but all members 
are cordially invited. 

Nielsen's address is 5223 Harmony Avenue, Apt. 4, North Hollywood, California, 
91601. All freeways lead to the above address. 

For additional information, contact Dane B. Nielsen at the atove address. 

Come and spend the evening! A good time is insured ! 
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EXCERPTS FROM AN AUCTION CATALOGUE 


(A Spoof! with apologies to Stack's, Lester Merkin, et al. ) 

George V. Nelson 

A SMALL BUT SELECT GROUP OF OUR EARLY DATE LARGE CENTS 

Lot 1. 1793 S-4 "Chain type". This coin - under other circumstances - we would 

grade EXTREMELY FINE, but in all honesty we feel a fairer grade would be 
VERY GOOD. The color is a cross between brown, black, and steel. Although 
there appears to be no corrosion, the chain and date cannot be seen. However, 
this in no way takes away from the magnificence of this piece. We suggest that 
a bid of well into four figures might pick up this GEM. 

Lot 2. 1793 S-9 "Wreath type". The coin is uncirculated - there are no rim bruises, 

scratches, or dents. The color is 70 per cent original mint red. This is one for 
the new collector who cannot lay out too much for a "Wreath". It could fill that 
open hole in the board. 

Lot 3. 1794 S-43 "The Short Bust". This one appears to be UNCIRCULATED except 

for the wear on the obverse and reverse. It is well struck up, particularly in the 
fields. It's interesting to note that the pole is discernible - which is unusual for 
this variety (see Walter Breen's comment in the Memphis, Ga. "Chronicle"). 

We are most certain that this beautiful copper will attract much spirited bidding. 

It has to be seen to be appreciated. Who is going to be the lucky new owner? 

(Ex Crosby, Hope, Benny) 

Lot 4. 1798 S-Oh! This is a TRUE RARITY! Dr. Sheldon, of course, did not know 

of the existence of this fabulous piece when he put together PENNY WHIMSY, 
for it Is the first time, to our knowledge, that this UNIQUE specimen has come 
to light. (Helfenstein never had one like this. ) At this point, we are not at 
liberty to say who the owner is - but let us say that his name is one of the most 
honored and respected in Numismatics ! But to get back to the coin itself, it 

grades ABOUT GOOD - and listen to this ! here it comes it has 

the reverse of 1857 ! It couldn't happen, you say? Just be sure to bring your 
check book and be sure your account is full. This could be the chance of a 
lifetime ! The coin could enhance and be the pride of the most exacting 
cabinet. From England. Need we say more? 


-161 


THE THREE GREATEST EARLY CENT SALES 
Denis Loring 


In the annals of Early Cent sales, there have been many great names. The Dr. 
French collection, catalogued by B. Max Mehl in 1929, was perhaps the greatest collection 
of its time. The 1945 Newcomb sales were classics for both their Early Date and Late 
Date cent offerings. The Davis- Graves, Clarke, Sloss, Schwartz, and Helfenstein sales 
have all been events of the first magnitude for collectors of the early coppers. But three 
names tower well above all the rest, and are indeed the standards by which other sales are 
judged. These are the milestones for collectors, the super-giants in a glittering array 
of stars i The ones to which I refer are: 

(1 ) The Oscar J. Pearl collection, catalogued by Abe Kosoff and sold at fixed prices by 
Numismatic Gallery, New York, in 1944; 

(2) The Homer K. Downing collection, catalogued and sold at auction by New Netherlands 
Coin Company at the 1952 A.N.A. Convention in New York, and 

(3) The Anderson DuPont sale, catalogued by none other than Dr. William H. Sheldon 
and sold at auction by Stacks, New York in 1954. 


The cents in the Pearl collection are the toughest ones to grade by today's standards, 
since the sale took place before the advent of EARLY AMERICAN CENTS. The 1793's 
were attributed according to Crosby, the 1794's according to Hays and Chapman, the 1796 s 
according to Gilbert, and the rest of the cents through 1814 according to Doughty. 

The Early Cent section of the sale comprised 236 lots. The following varieties did 
not appear: 

1793: Crosby 1-C, 2-C, 5-D, 5-E, 8-F, 9-1, 10-F, 12-K, 14-K, 14-L 

(Sheldon 2, NCI, NC2 , NC3, 7, NC$, NC5, 12, 15, 16.) 

1794: Hays 1, 9, 25, 27, 30, 31, 40, 58, 59, 60, 61 (Sheldon 20, 52, 27, 33, NCI, 

36, 39, 53, 37, NC2, NC3 ). 

1796: Many, although the sale did offer Gilbert A, C, F, K, 1, 6, 9, 10, 14, 15, 21 

(Sheldon 81, 87, 91, 89, 92, 109, 103, 104, 112, 119, 110). 

1795, 1797-1814: 43 out of 138 varieties. Also, 17 varieties not mentioned in Doughty 

were listed. 


The most expensive 


is Sheldon's per PENNY WHIMSY. ) 


1793: Crosby 1-A 

(S-l) 

Uncirculated 

Crosby 10-1 

(S-10) 

Uncirculated 

Crosby 6-F 

(S— 5 ) 

Uncirculated 

1794: Hays 24 

(S-29) 

Uncirculated 

Hays 29 

(3-35) 

Uncirculated 

Hays 37 

(S-30) 

Uncirculated 

1795-1814: 



1804 D-198 

(S-266) 

Uncirculated 

1799 D-138 

(S-l 89) 

EF 

1799 D-137 

(S-188) 

Fine 

1797 D-100 

(S-135) 

Uncirculated 


1795 Jefferson Head (S-80) Fine 


( The grading given in parentheses 

(MS60 ) $1,850. 

( MS60 ) 1,600. 

(MS65 ) 1,400. 

250. 

( AU50) 250. 

225. 

( AU50 ) 1,100. 

(VF30 ) 900. 

500. 

300. 

300. 


coins in the sale were these: 
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The Homer K. Downing collection, sold in 1952, overshadowed even the Pearl 
collection. Of the 301 collectible varieties and subvarieties listed in EARLY AMERICAN 
CENTS, Downing lacked only seven. In addition, the collection included several non- 
collectible varieties. It featured the only complete set of 1795 cents ever assembled, con- 
taining the reeded edge cent and the unique, lettered edge Jefferson cent as well as the 
commoner varieties. The Downing cents were listed by Sheldon numbers except for the 
1793's and 1794's. The Crosby and Hays numbers were used for these years respectively, 
although the Sheldon numbers were noted. 


The Downing sale, coming five years after the publication of EARLY AMERICAN 
CENTS, provided a striking confirmation of the system of Basal Values presented by 
Sheldon. The total value of the Downing coins, as calculated by Sheldon's system, came 
to $20,270. The coins brought $20,200. at auction, a variation of less than 3/4 of 1 per 
cent. 


Of the 391 lots of Early Date cents, the following collectible varieties did not appear: 



1793 

S-15 


1798 S-183 


1794 

S-53 


1800 S-210 


1797 

S-124 


1801 S-217 


1797 

S-129 




The following non-collectible varieties were included : 

1795 

NCI 

FI 5 ( VF30 ) 


$650. 

1801 

NC2 

VG7 ( VG8 ) 


240. 

1802 

NCI 

VG10 


90. 

1803 

NCI 

G5 


31. 


These 

were the coins which brought the most: 

1799 

S-189 

VF30 

( VF30 ) 

$875. 

1795 

NCI 

FI 5 

( VF30 ) 

650. 

1796 

S-88 

MS60 

(AU55 ) 

500. 

1796 

S-90 

MS60 

(AU55 ) 

365. 

1793 

S-10 

E F45/MS60 


350. 

1794 

S-68 

MS60 

(AU55 ) 

340. 


The Anderson DuPont sale was the biggest of the "big three". Dr. Sheldon himself 
wrote the catalogue "in somewhat the spirit in which one might prepare a laboratory 
manual to accompany a textbook", the textbook of course being EARLY AMERICAN CENTS. 
It was, in fact, a careful study of the prices realized at the Anderson DuPont sale which 
led to the re-structuring of the rules for obtaining the value of an Early Date cent, the 
final results appearing on pages 55 and 56 of PENNY WHIMSY. 

The Early Dates cents section of the Anderson DuPont sale consisted of 524 lots. 

All the cents were listed by Sheldon number with the corresponding Crosby, Hays, 

Gilbert, and Doughty numbers noted. Of the 301 collectible varieties and subvarieties 
listed in EARLY AMERICAN CENTS, the collection lacked 28: S-15, 17, 19b, 27, 52, 

74, 79, 95, 118, 120a, 122, 124, 125, 129, 132, 142, 146, 149, 180, 183, 195, 198, 201, 
204, 209, 262, 268, and 283. Thus, there are four varieties: S-15, 124, 129, and 183, 

which appeared in none of the "big three" sales. Masochists, your task is clear 
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There was only one non-collectible variety represented in the Anderson DuPont sale, 
the NCI of 1802, but there were two specimens of this variety! One which graded VF20 
brought $275. ; the other, VF but burnished (as were many coins in the sale ) was knocked 
down at $85. Also, a "possible new variety" of 1801 was offered, which was graded as 
Fine but burnished and brought $110. With Breen's subsequent citing of a second, un- 
tampered specimen of this variety, it has now been designated NC4 of 1801. 


The following coins brought the biggest prices: 


1793 

S-13 

AU50 

(AU50) 

$1,500. 

1793 

S-5 

MS60 

(MS60 ) 

1,200. 

1801 

S-215 

M870 

(MS65 ) 

1,200. 

1801 

S-217 

EF40 


850. 

1796 

S-98 

MS60 


600. 

1800 

S-190 

MS65 


600. 

1793 

S-14 

VF20 


575. 

1798 

S-178 

VF25 


500. 


Those were the days ! 

************* 


TWO CENTS WORTH 

Mr. George V. Nelson of New York City writes: 

"I do not know what the additional cost would be to have the pages of PENNY-WISE 
punched out for fitting them into a three-ring binder, but it might be helpful for the members 
to receive their copies in this fashion. I'm almost sure that everyone interested in the 
EAC tries to keep his copies of P-W in some sort of order. I personally have no problem 
as I have my own three-hole punch, so it only takes me a couple of minutes to fit the 
whole issue into my binder. But, perhaps, many of the members do not have such a 
punch. As to the binders, they can be bought at any stationery store for a very minimal 
charge. Anyway, this is but a suggestion. " 

The Editor will welcome any comments on Mr. Nelson's suggestion. 


************* 


SOCIETY NOTE 

On August 23, 1969 Denis Loring was married to Paula Levine. The happy couple 
will be living at 259 Summer Street, Somerville, Massachusetts, 02143, after September 
1 . 
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EARLY AMERICAN COPPERS 

JOIN US FOR 
A 

FALL COPPER COINFEST 

WHO? All EAC members and collectors of U.S. Large Cents 

WHAT? FIVE STATE REGIONAL MEETING 

INDIANA 

ILLINOIS 

OHIO 

MICHIGAN 

KENTUCKY 

WHERE? Indianapolis, Indiana (Site to be announced) 

WHEN? Saturday, October 25th, 1969 

WHY? There are more than 35 past and present members of EAC in this five state 
area. Only a small per cent of these people know each other - we need to 
get together to share our common interest in U.S. Large Cents. 

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

Friday, October 24th SIGN IN PLEASE ! EAC members and guests and registered 
non-members are invited to come early for a "social evening. " There 
will be a planned activity starting about 7:00 P.M. 

Saturday, October 25th 10:00 A.M. - Registration and short business meeting. 

11:00 A.M. - EAC members and registered non-members are encouraged 
to sign up for prepared talks, discussions, and displays (maximum time 
for each l/2 hour). Lunch break at 12:00 noon and back for remainder of 
talks till about 2:30 P.M. 3:00 P.M. COIN AUCTION - LARGE CENTS 
ONLY! Maximum of five coins by each attending member or registered 
non-member. Fully described and attributed coins should be submitted 
in advance to the undersigned for cataloguing. Write for rules. 

5:00 P.M. - AWARDS for best talk and display! 6:00 P.M. - "social hour" 
7:00 P.M. - BANQUET! ! ! 8:30 P.M. till V Trade and Talk session. 

PRIZE GIVEN FOR WORST Large Cent! Wear does NOT count. We 
want to see the most nicked, scratched, brused, or cut Large Cent. It 
must be ATTRIBUTED' 


NOTE: EAC members and Large Cent Collectors are requested to pre-register. Drop 

me a line with your estimated time of arrival and lodging requirements (single, 
double, or suite). I will get the best price available and notify you of your 
confirmed reservations. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC SERVICE WILL BE AVAILABLE (Black & White ) 
WRITE: Gordon Harnack, EAC Meeting Coordinator, Box 88, Carmel, Indiana 46032 
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SWAPS & SALES 
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This column is open to members to list their duplicates for swap of for sale. No 
charge is made for use of this space (within limits, of course). All listings for the next 
issue should be forwarded on or before October 25. Next issue of PENNY-WISE is 
scheduled for November 15. 


************* 

WANTED: Common large cents, paying $1.80 each, must be good. 

C. F. Gordon, Jr., ANA, P. O. Box 1944, Orlando, Florida 32802 

************* 

WANTED: The first three issues of PENNY-WISE (Vol. I, Issues 1, 2, and 3, 1967). 

Must be in "nice" condition. Can anyone help me to obtain them? 

George V. Nelson, 340 West 57th Street, New York, New York 10019 
************* 

FOR SWAP OR SALE: Initial price listed is TRADE VALUE; second is CASH PRICE. 


1797 

S-131 

R3 

G4/3 

$30. /25- 

1797 

S-138 

R2 

F12/VG 

23. /20. 

1798 

S-182 

R5 

G4 

24. /20. 

1799 

S-189 

R3 

Fr2/2 

65. /49. 

1800/79 

S-196 

R1 

AG/ 3 (scratch) 

5./4. 

1800 

S-200 

R3 

G4/3 

7./6. 

1801 

3-216 

R2 

G6/6 

10. /8. 

1802 

S-236 

R1 

G4/VG8 

8./6.50 

1802 

3-239 

R3 

VG9/10 

16. /14. 

1806 

S-270 

R2 

G4 

20. /17. 


Need varieties in 1794-1798 cents. 


Charles S. Latham, 802 Fenton Road, Marion, Indiana 46952 
************* 


- 166 - 


EARLY CENTS FOR SALE: Denis Loring, 259 Summer Street, Somerville, Mass 02143 


1797 

S-121 

F12 

$55. 

1798 

S-153 

VG8 

24. 

1798 

S-157 

FI 5 

25. 

1798 

3-162 

FI 5 

85. Ex-Gaskill, Elder. 

1798 

8-162 

VG7 

35. 

1798 

S-187 

VG7 

10. 

1800 

S-203 

VF25 

but injured reverse so F12 $45. 

1800 

S-204 

G5 

12. 

1800 

S-209 

F12 

40. 

1800 

S-209 

VG8 

but rev. scratches so G5 12. 

1800 

8-212 

FI 5 

50. 

1801 

3-214 

VG8 

40. 

1801 

S-220 

VG7 

25. 

1801 

S-223 

G/AG 

6. 

1802 

S-235 

VG7 

20. 

1802 

S-239 

G6 

8. 

1803 

S-244 

VF20 

90. 

1803 

S-250 

VF35 

80. Ex-Hines 

1807 

S-275 

F12 

35. 

1810 

S-281 

G5 

7. 

1812 

S-289 

G4 

7. 

1828 SD 

N-10 

VG10 

9. 


I'm looking for 3-144, 146, 195, 198, 201, 215, 264, and NCI of 1802 and 1803. 
If you have one for sale or trade, please write. 

Good hunting ! 

************* 


Friendly old lady seeks position with light duties in a good home. Resume: Age, 176 years. 
Blood type S-llc. Has a pretty face with Fine features, and still has about half her hair. 

She is a little weak on dates, but tries hard to please. Pbor climate has pitted her com- 
plexion badly, and a birthmark can be seen on her right cheek. For her age she has a 
nice little rear. The poor dear was once taken for a cleaning by a cruel man, but a few 
years on the Dakota prairies gave her a nice tan and a renewed spirit. Will do anything 
for $200. Serious inquiries or crank letters welcome. 

I need 1803's: S-244, 248, 261, 262, 263, 264, 265 and NCI. If you have a duplicate 

or can provide a lead on one available, please write. 

Capt. Charles E. Stillwell, P. O. Box 3323, Grand Forks AFB, North Dakota 58201 

************* 
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William Van Roden, P. 0. Box 7151, Elkins Park, Pennsylvania 19117 




% 


Sell or trade for 1793, 1799, 1804 Cents, Common Gold (U.S. ). 
First price is trade price, second price is sale price. 


1793 

S-3 

Chain - planchet perfect, 

beautiful chocolate 






F/VF 

$1050. 

1794 

S-32 

(Rev. J) (No die break) Weak strike Reverse. 






F/VG 

75. /65. 

1794 

S-55 

R3. 

Weak strike Rev. 

F/VG 

75. /75. 

1794 

S-59 



VF 

180. /125. 

1794 

S-25 

R4. 


VG 

75. /65. 

1794 

3-42 

R6. 

Date worn. 

G 

75. /65. 

1794 

S-57 



F 

85./75. 

1794 

S-57 



VG/G 

50. /35. 

1794 

3-59 

R3. 

Date weak. 

VG/F 

65. /55. 

1795 

S-76b 



G 

30. /25. 

1796 

S-84 

R3. 


G 

45. /35. 

1796 

3-81 

R3. 


G/Poor 

25. /18. 

1796 

S-108 

R5. 


About F 

100. /85. 

1797 

S-140 

R3 


Fair 

11. /9. 

1798 

S-179 

R2 

Strong date. 

G 

12.50/10.75 

1798/7 S-151 

R4 

Strong date. 

G 

27^50/22. 

1798/7 S-150 

R6 

Strong date. 

G/VG 

110. /90. 

1800 

S-196 

R3 

(Over 179) 

G 

12.50/10.50 

1800 

S-197 


"Q" variety Strong date. G 

11./9.25 

1800 

3-192 

R4 

(Over 179) 

F 

85. /75. 

1804 

S-266 


Choice Choc. About 

XF Ex-Clapp 850. 


************* 


WANTED TO BUY: Have recently helped several members of EAC to liquidate some of 

their collections and accumulations in order that they could expand their large 
cent collections. Need, for store stock, all nice type coins, keys, semi-keys, 
silver dollars and Gold Coins. Any member desiring to sell need only bundle it 
up, and ship direct to me. Will make an offer in the form of an airmail check 
within 24 hours or you may enclose invoice. If offer is not satisfactory check 
may be returned and I'll refund coins. Ail coins held intact for ten days pending 
your acceptance. Especially needed 1932-D&S quarters (VG or better, only), 
1938-D halves, Legged Buffaloes, "8" Mint Indians, Mercury keys, and all nice 
upper grade, early date Walking Liberty halves. 

William J. Parks, 1109 East Colonial Drive, Orlando, Florida 32803 

************* 
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EARLY AI^ICAn XQPPERS kk ; 
1109 E. Colonial Drive ,, 
Qrlancte, Fla. 1328©3 




Eric P. leman lumismatic Educational Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

St* Louis, Mo. 
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